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as French pressure was applied, as we discovered by her
submissiveness to Napoleon in 1866. During a confer-
ence I had with General Govone in Berlin, in the early
part of 1866, he was horrified when I expressed the wish
that he should enquire at home if we could rely on Italy's
loyalty to her engagements even against Napoleonic ill-
humour. He replied that a question of this kind would
be telegraphed to Paris the very same day with the ques-
tion: 'What answer shall be given?* To judge by the
attitude of Italian policy during the war, I could not place
any definite reliance on public opinion in Italy, not only
on the ground of Victor Emmanuel's personal friendship
to Louis Napoleon, but also by the standard of the parti-
sanship announced by Garibaldi in the name of Italian
public opinion. Not only my apprehensions, but the pub-
lic opinion of Europe considered that a league of Italy
with France and Russia was not outside the bounds of
probability.

From Russia active support of such a coalition was
scarcely to be expected* By the influence which during
the time of the Crimean war I had been able to exer-
cise in favour of Russia on the resolutions of King Fred*
erick William IV, I had gained for myself the good-will
of the Emperor Alexander, and his confidence in me was
strengthened during my residence as ambassador in St.
Petersburg. Meanwhile, in the Russian cabinet, under
the leadership of Gortchakoff, the cloubt as to the advan-
tage for Russia of so important an increase of Prussian
power began to outweigh the Emperor's friendship for
King William and his gratitude for our policy during the
Polish question of 1863, If the communication be accu-
rate which was made by Drouyn de Lhuys to Count Vitz-
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